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 H. Hassanpour and H. Bozorgian, Specialized English for Computer Engineering,
Shahrood University of Technology, 2014. (ISBN: 978-964-7668- 95-8)



Unitl:



Part I- Writing Development: Topic Sentence

.JJ)L) )5).0.» ogp.‘;iiég)ﬁafw‘wwssb J‘;bl.{_)ﬁ
) § 97w ol 5] BILFLL e pl g wgiune ,olls (Topic Sentence) ] cuss alo> ;0 BIS1L o (5,950 ol

WS gaze | (6,970 ol Yo GBS L conss alos

Topic sentence = Topic + Limiting Statement



e

Statements Limiting the Topic
Universities play a crucial role in Iran.
(Place)

Education is the main key to make progress.
(Effect)

o]y 1w 1a (s, <1\ Al is helpful for several reasons.

(Cause; reason)




Part II-Vocabulary

Exchange (v):
* Give or receive one thing in place of another: we regret that tickets cannot be exchanged .

Mentor (n)
An experienced and trusted adviser. he was her friend and mentor until his death in 1915.

* An experienced person in a company, college, or school who trains and counsels new employees or students.

Substantial (ad})
Of considerable importance, size, or worth. a substantial amount of cash.

Orientation (n)
* Familiarization with something: A program of introduction for students new to a school or college.

Ilustrate (v)

* Explain or make (something) clear by using examples, charts, pictures, etc.. the results are illustrated in
Figure 7.

Ambiguity (n)

Uncertainty or inexactness of meaning in language. we can detect no ambiguity in this section of the Act.

Retention (n)

The fact of keeping something in one's memory: the children’s retention of facts.
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Part III- Reading

VIEWS FOR HIGH QUALITY UNIVERSITY EDUCATION



Section 1: Pre-reading Questions

Who can help you to improve your university education?

How much can junior/senior students help newcomers get familiar with an academic
situation?

What are some factors that enhance high quality university education?



Section 2: Reading Passage

» During the last decade, there was a considerable amount of attention, in particular to effective
education in engineering fields. Despite all the continuing progresses in communication
technologies for online teaching materials, university lecturers are still considered to be the
greatest asset for improving the education system. The main reason might be that the power
of face-to-face exchange of ideas i1s still recognized as the best method for education in both
schools and universities. Through face-to-face exchange of ideas, university students and
lecturers mutually increase the quality of education. There are some helpful views focusing
on improving the quality of university education, and these views emerged from a decade of
education experience and mentoring undergraduate and postgraduate students studying in
engineering fields.
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» The helpful views are classified into three groups: (1) views on optimal use of university
facilities, (2) views on attaining optimal knowledge from lectures, and (3) views on
improving test performance. These views are described substantially below.
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1 Views on Optimal Use of University Facilities

» The first criterion in increasing use of available university facilities is to consider libraries,
laboratories, study rooms, Internet services, computer rooms and printing rooms. Students are
recommended to become aware of the different facilities available in a university for their
use as early as possible. Otherwise, they may not benefit from the use of these potential
advantages of their university. To assist students in becoming aware of the available education
facilities, many universities around the world have an orientation day for new students, and
participation in this effective activity is very helpful to discover a university’s amenities.
During the orientation, most university staff attend to present their role and state how much
they can support students in need of assistance. In addition, academic staff are the main assets
of a university and play an essential role in terms of providing quality education for both
undergraduate and postgraduate students. Postgraduate students are recommended to consider
different academics’ expertise so that they can seek effective advice to improve their research.
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The second criterion to use the available university facility 1s to cooperate with the student
union. A student union 1s very helpful to build up friendly relationships among students as
well as to share student needs for any services with university authorities. The student union
is usually autonomous in the university and 1s democratically controlled by students. Hence,
cooperation with this union can help strengthen the union and provide sufficient academic
support to the students. A student union provides support for newcomers in a university
through linking them with junior/senior students to pass on their experience to new students.
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2. Views on Attaining Optimal Knowledge from Lectures

» First, punctuality of classroom attendance helps students stay focused on the lecture notes.
To illustrate, student attendance has a close correlation with class grades and the overall
performance. Students who are unpunctual or miss classes frequently are significantly more
likely to gain a poor grade in a given course. This 1s because most faculties count student
attendance positively on grade determination while others count the absentees against the
student grade. Therefore, students are strongly recommended to not only attend their classes
but also arrive before the lecture starts. This can increase the productivity of students’
performance.
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» Second, preparation and reading for the lecture in advance are highly recommended.
Students are recommended to read the material that will be covered in the upcoming lecture.
The prior class preparation can remarkably help students to better understand the topic and
facilitate their learning performance in a course. In addition, the prior class preparation
assists students in completing their notes during a lecture. Students should focus on the
materials instructed during the lecture. They are recommended to imagine what is being
taught will not be repeated, so it i1s very important that students stay focused on the classroom
activities, ask questions, and volunteer for demonstrations. If any materials do not make
sense for them, he or she should ask the lecturer for assistance or further clarity of the point.
Thus, making the prior preparation for a lecture decreases any potential ambiguities during
classroom instruction.
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» Finally, reviewing a lecture note immediately after class helps students increase their
knowledge of the course. This quick review results in better retention than reviewing after a
longer period of time. Or the retention drops after 24 hours and relearning will be required
rather than reviewing. In addition, while the lecture is still fresh in their mind, they can put the
ideas into words for their future recall. Moreover, they can recall what parts of the lecture
were unclear to them so that they can consult with the lecturer, the tutor, a classmate, or a
textbook for further understanding.
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3. Views on Improving Test Performance

Improving test performance requires students to strengthen their knowledge of a specific topic
as well as taking a test strategically. Meeting these requirements assists students in facilitating
their test performance, which is closely related to their learning performance.



>

In any exams, students should cast a quick look at the entire test before responding to any
questions. This quick consideration helps them to get an overview of what is expected and to
strategize how they take the test. One of the strategies is to respond to the easiest questions
first so that they would be able to handle any exam related anxiety. Then, enough time is left
for students to think thoroughly about rest of the questions. Thus, considering the whole exam
questions provides examinees with an opportunity to manage their optimal test performance.
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» Students should always remember that the first idea that comes to the mind might not suit for
responding to a question. Therefore, students should give a second thought by realizing the
meaning of a question as understanding a question mostly assists in responding to it
accurately. In this regard, a student should look for the central idea of each question for
responding to it appropriately.
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» Quality education in engineering fields in university has recently been considered globally. A
few of the given views, such as optimal use of university facilities, attaining optimal
knowledge from lectures, and improving test performance have adequately been discussed.
Despite having multiple requirements for advancing education, engineering students can
increasingly improve their learning performance through following up the views stated above
for quality education.
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Part IV- Reading comprehension

Mark each statement as T (True), F (False), or NG (Not Given) to the information in the
reading comprehension passage.

1. University lecturers are important assets in improving the level of education.

2. University students are not required to be familiar with the available facilities.

3. Orientation day 1s helpful for all the university students and stafft.

4. Postgraduates 1n a university should support undergraduates who are in need.

5. Attending a class on time does not make much difference in student learning.

6. Student class preparation supports a lecturer to present learning materials adequately.
7. Performing well in a test does not need the use of any strategies.

8. Paying close attention to education in engineering fields worldwide has recently been
considered.



